THE GREENWEB STATEMENT 1
On Harmoniza on of Green with Grey Infrastructure in South Eastern Europe

The GreenWeb is an open interdisciplinary European Pla orm2 of experts and organiza ons of
various ﬁelds focusing to cooperate and work on ecology and transporta on in SE Europe.

THE AIM
The aim of the GreenWeb Pla orm is to secure ecological connec vity ensuring the coherence and
ecological func onality of areas of high biodiversity value while developing linear transporta on
infrastructures at na onal and interna onal levels in SE Europe.

Green and Grey demands: Two opposite trends
While growing transporta on networks, included in Grey Infrastructure, are necessary to meet
economical and societal needs, Green Infrastructure is considered as fundamental natural capital
providing important ecosystem services for human wellbeing and biodiversity.

The challenge
These demands can be contradicted when the development of Grey Infrastructure intersects Green
Infrastructure, increasing the level of fragmenta on of natural ecosystems.
Fragmenta on is one of the biggest threats to biodiversity, therefore to ensure ecological
connec vity, it is important to understand the value of signiﬁcant natural zones and ecological
corridors as func onal Green Infrastructure, when planning, building and opera onalizing linear
transporta on infrastructure.

The solu on
Ongoing economic development in the South-Eastern European countries, especially the growth of
linear transporta on infrastructure, generates addi onal pressure on nature and demands urgent
ac ons to ensure that minimum possible nega ve impacts on the environment are achieved.
For Grey and Green infrastructures coexistence, proac ve engagement and dialogue with all
stakeholders is required in order to ﬁnd the best solu ons to meet the objec ves of EU policies for
economic development, biodiversity conserva on and the United Na ons' Sustainable Development
Goals.
By encouraging interna onal collabora on in policy, research and prac ce, we will enhance the
exchange of knowledge and develop harmonized standards and procedures for all actors involved.

THE MESSAGE TO BE SPREAD
The harmoniza on of “Grey” and “Green” Infrastructure in a dynamic world such as South-East
Europe is of tremendous importance towards conserving the earth's living environment for future
genera ons and for achieving the United Na ons' Sustainable Development Goals.
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GENERAL OBJECTIVES GreenWeb will work towards:
1.

Promo ng environmental sustainability at policy level:
ü To promote the poli cal will and support decision making for an environmental sustainable
policy in Grey Infrastructure sectors with emphasis on transporta on.

2.

Suppor ng a Strategic approach:
ü To establish basic principles for guiding the overall sustainable approach from outlining
necessary ac ons at na onal central governance and policy levels to concrete measures in
prac ce at the local regional level.
ü To facilitate ac ve involvement of poli cians, specialists and stakeholders through the
development of a network of specialists of interdisciplinary exper se suppor ng a strategic
science-policy dialogue.

3.

Promo ng integrated planning:
ü To promote and apply integrated planning of transporta on projects at the ecosystem and
landscape level, suppor ng mul disciplinary coopera on of specialists from the en re
spectrum of transporta on and ecology sectors towards establishing of an environmental
supervisory body to advise on the design, construc on and opera onaliza on of linear
transporta on projects.

4.

Improving scien ﬁc knowledge:
ü To support the research and the produc on of scien ﬁc knowledge.
ü To create a Green & Grey infrastructure repository where methodological tools, policy
recommenda ons and background informa on is compiled including exis ng databases and
best use/prac ce examples of available resources and scien ﬁc approaches, which is readily
available and accessible.

5.

Op mizing and adap ng technical solu ons:
ü To use scien ﬁc knowledge and applied research toward to act proac vely to produce best
prac ce solu ons for, and eﬀec ve management of, linear transporta on infrastructure
projects in order to maintain, restore and enhance connec vity at the landscape level.
ü To support exchange of best prac ces and informa on in the ﬁeld through sharing examples of
good prac ces and learning lessons from less successful approaches, to apply op mal and
appropriately adapted technical solu ons.

6.

Communica on and dissemina on:
ü To advance and integrate our understanding of the impacts of linear transporta on
infrastructure upon biodiversity and ecosystem services
ü To facilitate eﬀec ve communica on and awareness rising of coexistence of Grey and Green
Infrastructures in South East Europe.

7.

Raising funds to support speciﬁc and concrete ac on:
ü To facilitate eﬀec ve coopera on and planning towards iden fying fundraising opportuni es
and proposal development, to support the ac vi es of the Pla orm to achieve its goals.
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More about GreenWeb Pla orm at:
Contact us by e-mail at:
Register as a member of the Pla orm at:

www.green-web.eu
contact@green-web.eu
h p://green-web.eu/registra on-form/

Note 1: The statement and general objec ves are results of the Interna onal Workshop held in Faget, Romania,
between 25-27th October 2017, in the framework of the the SEE grants, the RO02 Romanian-Norwegian
bilateral funds.
Note 2: The GreenWeb Pla orm was ini ated by a group of Romanian and Greek organiza ons, with the
support of IENE:
Zarand Associa on (AZ) is a key organiza on promo ng the importance of landscape
connec vity, harmoniza on's of grey and green infrastructure in Romania. AZ
members were the ﬁrst to pioneer the need to safeguard the last viable ecological
corridor between the Western and Southern Carpathians as an example of good
prac ce for Romania, as a result, facilitated by AZ members, in 2010 a Statement of
Intent has been signed by a number of Romanian and Interna onal relevant authori es
and organiza ons sta ng their support to maintain the func onality of the corridor. AZ
experts were responsible for a study commissioned by the Ministry of Environment
aiming to iden fy new Natura 2000 sites that will ensure coherence of the network – as
a result, in 2011, the ﬁrst 12 Natura 2000 sites where designated in Romania with the
main aim of ensuring connec vity at regional level. AZ was the lead organiza on to
tackle the Lugoj-Deva motorway by involving na onal stakeholders, na onal and
interna onal experts and EC in ﬁnding an alterna ve solu on to the original project
which would have been a barrier for wildlife movement. As a result, the Lugoj-Deva
Motorway is the ﬁrst project in Romania to incorporate mi ga on solu ons and a
poten al case-study for the region. AZ was / is partner/contractor in a number of mul partners / interna onal projects related with connec vity and land management: LIFE
Connect Carpathians project aiming to develop regional ac on plans for bear and wolf
addressing connec vity as a par cular issue, COREHABS, TRANSGREEN. AZ experts
par cipated in development of guidelines for avoiding fragmenta on by transport
sector. Since 2014, as custodian of a Natura 2000 site within an ecological corridor, AZ is
developing projects and ac vi es related with conserva on, sustainable development,
capacity building and educa on (www.zarand.org).

WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Romania (WWF RO). WWF RO is ac vely
dealing with safeguarding the ecological connec vity and sustainable development of
transport infrastructure projects since 2010 both at the na onal and interna onal
(Carpathian Ecoregion) levels (www.wwf.ro). In Romania, the main projects and
ac vi es related to these topics were mainly focused in Maramures (transboundary
area between Romania and Ukraine), the cri cal ecological corridor between the
Western and Southern Carpathians in Romania together with AZ, South-Western
Carpathians in Romania, Har baciului Plateau Area. As for the interna onal level,
WWF RO has been involved in implemen ng several ecological connec vity related
projects in the Carpathian Ecoregion, some of them to support the implementa on of
the Carpathian Conven on and its relevant protocols (e.g. Protected Areas for a Living
Planet, Bioregio). WWF RO is currently co-managing the interna onal TransGREEN
project focusing on fostering the sustainable development of the infrastructure
transport projects in the Carpathian Ecoregion.
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Established in 1994, Egna a Odos SA (EO SA) is a dynamic, innova ve and reputable
organiza on, responsible for the design, construc on, opera on and maintenance of one
of the most complex and ambi ous infrastructure projects in Greece, which consists of
the Egna a Motorway and its ver cal axes (www.egna a.eu). EO SA has also been the
project manager for programmes concerning the monitoring of the status of big
mammals along the motorway, of a total cost of more than €1m. EO SA has 220 highly
qualiﬁed professionals and an Environment Department with long experience in
environmental projects.

The Department of Ecology (DoE), School of Biology at Aristotle University (AUTH),
Greece. The DoE is one of the most ac ve research departments in the ﬁeld of
biodiversity protec on in Greece, with par cular strengths on structure, dynamics,
management and conserva on of ecosystems and social issues of nature protec on
(www.bio.auth.gr). Main research areas include: Structure and func on of protected
areas and ecological management; Human dimension of conserva on; Opera on and
improvement of the European network NATURA 2000; Societal percep ons of
environmental issues; Public awareness as applied in nature conserva on. DoE has a long
experience in many European and na onal research projects.

The Babeș-Bolyai University, commonly known a er its abbrevia on, UBB, is a public
university in Cluj-Napoca, Romania. With more than 41,000 students in 2015, it is the
largest university in the country (www.ubbcluj.ro/en). The Babeș-Bolyai University oﬀers
study programmes in Romanian, Hungarian, German, English, and French. It is one of the
ﬁve members of the Universitaria Consor um (the group of elite Romanian universi es).
UBB is aﬃliated, inter alia, to the Interna onal Associa on of Universi es, the Santander
Group, the Agence universitaire de la Francophonie and the European University
Associa on. Likewise, UBB signed the Magna Charta Universitatum and concluded
partnerships with 210 universi es in 50 countries, and it is widely considered as one of
the most pres gious in Eastern Europe.

With the support of:
IENE – Infra Eco Network Europe, is a network of experts working with various aspects of
transporta on, infrastructure and ecology (www.iene.info). The network was ini ated in
1996 to provide an independent, interna onal and interdisciplinary arena for the
exchange and development of expert knowledge – and with the aim to promote a safe
and ecologically sustainable pan-European transport infrastructure. IENE arranges
interna onal conferences, workshops and symposia, ini ates collabora on projects and
helps answering ques ons that require a joint interna onal exper se.
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